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The Anaconda Coiqiany's J a c k p i l e - P a g u a t e o p e n - p i t mines were i n s p e c t e d 
On November 16 , 1972, i n t h e company of E rnes t A. L u c e r o , Mine 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , and Edward T . S a n d e l l of the Car l sbad o f f i c e . The 
two a d j a c e n t mines a r e l o c a t e d on t h e Laguna I n d i a n Resiervat ion about 
8 . 5 m i l e s n o r t h of t h e Laguna P u e b l o . They were l a s t i n s p e c t e d by 
an e n g i n e e r from t h i s o f f i c e on March 30 , 1972. 

The mines v e r e bc iog o p e r a t e d two 8-hour p r o d u c t i o n s h i f t s and one 
8-hour maintenance s h i f t p e r day , 6 days a week w i t h 328 employees . 
However, s t a r t i n g on October 3 0 t h a l l work i n t h e p i t s was h a l t e d 
fo r 3 days by r a i n and a 2 0 - i n c h s n o w f a l l . The r e s u l t i n g p o o l s of 
wa te r i n p i t f l o o r d e p r e s s i o n s were pumped i n r e l a y s t h rough 
temporary g a t h e r i n g l i n e s t o t h e c e n t r a l c o l l e c t i n g pond l o c a t e d 
between t h e two p i t s . Under dry c o n d i t i o n s , wa te r from t h e pond i s 
sprayed on the haulage roads t o a l l a y d u s t and to avoid pond ove r f l ow . 

Ore p r o d u c t i o n was be ing m a i n t a i n e d a t a l e v e l p r o v i d i n g fo r a m i l l 
feed of abou t 2,400 tons p e r day a v e r a g i n g 0 . 3 1 p e r c e n t o f U30g pe r t o n . 
Al though most of t he o re was be ing produced from t h e Pagua te p i t , 
abou t 20 p e r c e n t of i t was coming from the w e s t e r n e x t e n s i o n o f t h e 
Jackpi le p i t . A r e l a t i ve ly small quant i ty of ore averaging about 
0.50 percent U30g per ton was a l so being produced from the second 
small underground operation near the primary crusher . 

Str ipping of the i so la ted ore body on lease Mo. 4 was proceeding 
somewhat ahead of schedule with ore production in paying q u a n t i t i e s 
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